~

HOUSTON POST
19 JUNE 1981 A

Ie"

Post "u-p-»rter
! NEW ORL’.EANS —A federal court jury here, after-

hearing three days of often stormy testimony,;: Fridays -
will deliberate the-fate of three of 10 men accused of; -

conspicing to overthrow the government of Dominica. .
Lawyers for both sldes will spend.much.of the’
morning in clming arguments and the case is expect-
ed to go to the jury by early afternoon. . ...
. Stephen Don Black, 27, ot Bu'mmaham,AIa chh—-
ael ‘Norrts; 21,. of Tuscaloosa,,Ala., and Joe' Danny.
" ‘Hawkins, 37, of Jdckson, Miss., have all pleaded not
guilty ‘to the seven lederal charges, which mclude
breaches of thw neutnhty and firearms acts. . -
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ALL mm‘ THE ACCUSED MEN were called to
testify befora the-jury, with the government and the

" delense taking an even split. Black, Hawkins and Nor:
ris each took a turn on the stand and called admitted
consplrators George T. Malvaney, 21, of Jackson,
Miss., and William B Waldrop, 33, of Bmxton, sts

- to testify In their behalf. . .

Exchanging some often heated words with AbSlSt-
ant U.S. Attorneys Lindsay Larson and Pauline Had- -
din, Hawkins and Black continually stressed their be-

. lefs that the attempted coup on the Caribbean island

. had been planned with the us. govemment s knowl-

". edge and consent. :

*It was laid down to me by (Michael) Perdue that
it was a covert operation and, as is common- knowl-
edge, the U.S. government engages in covert opera--

. tlons,” Black testified. “‘T believed it to be in the best

- interest: of the U.S: government because thxs whole

C.area is vital to our security e .
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_ PERDUE, 3, OF HOUSTON. has testified he. plan---'
" ned the coup attempt and gathered tinancing and men :
: to carry the plot out. Perdue has pleaded guilty to one: .

© count for a lesser sentence In return for cooperating "
-+ -deal tor all'of us.!” Drcege testified, “At first I didn’t

: with the government. Black testified Perdue led him
- to believe be bad contacts in the: State Department_

" and possibly working for thesGEAw:" © ¥ 1 L7 <
“I thonght James White was: a code 'name for the~ E

CIA contact but now the government: clalms it xs going .
.. to indict him so I don’t know,” Black said: G
White was one of a group of men the. mercenanes

LeT

White, a rmer Longview businessman, was said- to:
have ilven $40,000 to the. group and has relused to .
testity mtore a (ederal grand jury still mvesugatmg
. the case. b el TR
After »ing contlnually repnmanded by U.S. st- :
i trict Cour- .“udge Lansing Mitchell for sailing into
rapld-ﬂre poljtical diatribes, Black admitted .to the’

{::u't. he was “xhe adventurous type" and was low on: ;.

.:.>~ment of the-10, accused the government. of. inferring .

S “not get a job because of a” prison record, Hawkins
admitted recruiting- Waldrop and Malvaney for the

:, sonally recryited- Black and Hawkins and .fully ex-

have testifted- contributed funds to-~their: venture.- °

azg .2 ;answered. He said’ Perdue told him_the’ mght after he |
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;-money when he dec1ded to ]Olﬂ’ the group.« -
.+:L.supported Reagan and the.reason. why is we
eed _a strong national defense. More and more coun-
tries are being swallowed up by communism.and it
s was important to stop it (in Dominica) because it xs m
sour hemisphere,” Black said.«  -% w23 vt o

~-Hawkins, unleashing the most’ exploswe tempera-

his gullt of attempting the overthrow of a lawful gov-
rnment when “you don t know who was who.” 5

ALY maimcy »

’ "NEITHLR SIDE WAS N control it was exther

7 the commies or the good guys who were going to come.
out stronger and I sided with the good guys,” he said.

o Descnbmg himselt as a "househusband’”who could -

‘group and said he researched the 1sland thoroughly
' before he agreed to participate.. = - rzo

"7 “I’'m a pretty strong ann-commumst and 1t looked
llke a good thing to do. It seemed to me the U.S. gov-
~ernment has failed (to prevent communism) over the
._past 20 years and if we had been left alone on this deal
Swe'd have’ worked it out pretty well Hawkms
ftestxﬂed "" saEm
7. *I would have gotten $3, 000 to 35, 000 tor gomg, but
the money meant absolutely nothing to me-in this case
—all they had to'do was pay my way down there and
1 was glad to help.”. In-other testimony ‘Wednesday,
- Norris saxd “*‘I don’t think.I’d have gone it it hadn't
 beenfor the communist ‘movement. I said several .
* times I would have gone even if it hadn t been tor the

moneye" : SO MU
= Wolfgang Droege 31 ot Toronto testified he per-

- plained the coup was to replace one government with
another R B -

- DROEGE SAID PERDUE TOLD the group the -
nlght of their- April-27 arrest he would “get the-best -

< consider myself guilty but afterwards I realized I :
“broke the law. Then my lawyer told me when the cap-
1jtain leaves the ship, you'd better follow.” ;"¢ i~
 %.Larry Jacklin? 23, ‘of Listowelt, Ont:* testiﬁed he
- ithought.*“the whole thing was Iegal until we were ar- -
- rested’’-and that Perdue had- promlsed ‘a_bloodless
‘coup\ . o RS RN :-?:;~-} Jwa sl
M your had been fired on In Domlnica. would’ you
have tired back?’”. Larson asked. “If I had been fired
on’in' New Orleans I would have fired. back ’% Jacklin -

" changed his plea to gmlty that Perdue had an *ace in -
the hole and was going to'leave us all sitting in the
- dust. He had made his deal and the hell with the rest
ol us; we could make up our own minds ”
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